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others, exactly analogous to the habits of these same
Indians, whether under the name of Britons, Sachas, or
Saca-soos (Saxons), " The whole of India," writes Colonel
Wilks/ "is nothing more than one vast congeries of such
republics. The inhabitants, ever in war, are dependent
upon their respective Pot ails, who are at the same time
magistrates, collectors, and principal farmers. They
trouble themselves very little about the fall and dismem-
berment of empires; and provided the township with its
limits, which are exactly marked out by a boundary line,
remain intact, it is a matter of perfect indifference to them
who becomes sovereign of the country."l

1 Sketches of the South of India, vol. i. p. 117.